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Our Mission is to reduce poverty among local families
and individuals while working to counteract - and
whenever possible, eliminate - the societal conditions
that cause and perpetuate poverty.
 

We do this by supporting three main programs:
Head Start, the Housing Advocacy Program (HAP) and 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA).

Our Reach

1,500

296600 66
residents of

Somerville &
Cambridge

pre-school 
children senior citizens

families served
through all of CAAS

programing

Since 1981, Community Action
Agency of Somerville has worked to

end poverty where we live.
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We are pleased to share this Annual Report with you, our neighbors, donors, and friends.
2018 was an exciting year for CAAS, and a challenging year for our city and our country.
Despite an ongoing climate of fear and threat affecting the most vulnerable families in
our community, we were able to continue to provide excellent Head Start and Housing
Advocacy services to low-income residents faced with the rising costs of child care and
housing. We successfully renewed our Head Start contract with the Federal government
for the next five years, through 2023. A new grant from the Somerville Affordable Housing
Trust Fund allows us to give funds directly to clients to help them avoid eviction. We also
collaborated with our partners in  the Somerville city government and nonprofit
community to support the establishment of two important tools to combat homelessness
and displacement: the City’s Office of Housing Stability and the independent Somerville
Community Land Trust.
 
2019 has already seen the establishment of CAAS as a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
site, the first time this program has been offered anywhere in Somerville for several years.
Our VITA volunteers assisted low- to moderate-income families, families with disabilities,
and families with limited English language skills in filing correct and complete tax returns,
maximizing their refunds at no cost to them. Returns were filed for 86 families, and over
$151,000 in federal and state refunds were returned to filers! We look forward to
expanding this program in the 2020 tax season. And of course we continue to seek
opportunities to expand our work and to even more effectively meet 
the needs of low-income residents.
 
The struggle to end poverty can seem daunting at 
times. This is why CAAS focuses on practical
solutions that make solid resources - educational,
financial,and community - available to families 
who need them most. Together we are making 
a difference, and together we can achieve our 
mission:to end poverty in Somerville!

Kristan Haas
President

David Gibbs
Executive Director 

Message from President
& Executive Director
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Head Start is a comprehensive developmental preschool program that provides
a variety of wrap-around services to low-income children and their families each
year. Head Start supports the learning and development of children ages three
to five in classrooms located throughout Somerville and Cambridge.

Head Start   

296 Children 
received comprehensive 

preschool education
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"It’s very important for kids’ readiness for school. They will learn about sharing, they will
learn about schedules, friendships, overall self-confidence, as well as language skills, healthy
meals, a love for learning. In this program, kids can be kids; they can be themselves. As a
parent I have felt immensely supported, in a way that I always have support from teachers,
family advocates, and Head Start staff. I have learned a lot, not just in knowing that my kid
will be in a safe place where he will learn, but as a mother, giving me the tools that I need to
keep teaching after Head Start. Being seen by the staff for my qualities makes me more
confident as a mother. I wish all the mothers could have that as well." 

-Claudia S., Head Start parent



CAAS' Housing Advocacy Program provides a wide range of services to low-income
individuals at risk of homelessness. This includes  preventing evictions through
advocacy with landlords and in district court and maximizing income by
improving access to public benefits. Case management targeting the root causes
of housing affordability helps prevent future crises. The Housing Advocacy
Programs serves Somerville residents with incomes up to 80% of area median
income (AMI). Through tenant organizing and policy advocacy, CAAS takes a
systemic approach to advancing the mission by engaging low-income residents in
collectively pushing for social change.

Housing Advocacy Program

95
Evictions Blocked

41
Residents Secured
Housing
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"CAAS went out of the way to contact both my father and I to make sure we understood
what was going on. You fought for my dad's rights and guided us in decision making. You
showed compassion, made my dad more confident and allowed him to understand the
process. I want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts. You kept my dad off the
streets and kept him from losing his house."

-Client, Housing Advocacy Program
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Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)  
program provides low- and moderate-
income families with free tax preparation
assistance. Our VITA Program helps reduce
the tax burden for families and assists them
in getting money back that can be used to
build savings or pay off debts. We also
provide these services to people with
disabilities and to limited English speaking
taxpayers who need assistance in preparing
their own  tax returns. 

86 individuals received
our tax services 

$151,083 in tax refunds

"The whole community benefits when working people can turn their financial tightrope
into a stable pathway to success. VITA helps people do just that."

-VITA volunteer
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'18-'19 Financial Statement

$4.7M Federal Grants 

$646k  State & Foundation
Grants

$552k  In-Kind Contributions

$46k Individual Donations

$8k Other Income

Income

Expenses
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Our Board Of Directors

Mariah Contreras
Guillermo Hamlin

Jordan Harris
Matt Hartman
Paula Vancini
Greg Hagan
Andre Green

Cornelius Prioleau
Jessica Turner

Claudia Solares
Francis Latanowich

Kristin Haas, President
 Erica Theberge, Vice President

Judy Perlman, Vice President
Kate Byrne, Treasurer

Dan Futrell, Clerk

The composition of the 2018-19 CAAS Board of Directors represents the
collaboration between three stakeholders in combating poverty: the low-
income community of Somerville, local government, and the Somerville
community at large.
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Our Generous Donors

CAAS gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our donors. Your gifts help to
improve the lives of those most in need. We thank you for your continued support.
We'd also like to thank our CAAS Champions. These donors have made a special
commitment to supporting our work with automatic monthly gifts. We are
particularly grateful for these predictable gifts in these uncertain times.

Alan & Paula Brody
Alex & Shari Pitkin
Amy Honda & Wayne O'Neil
Andrea Flores
Andrew & Rebecca Freeman
Andrew Ott & Charan
Devereaux
Barb Bryant
Barbara Cassesso
Benjamin Ewen-Campen
Bettye Gaines
Birte Jackson & Kristine
O'Brien
Brandon & Steven Evitt
Brian Brady
Bud Nalan
Bushrod H. Campbell & Adah
F. Hall Charity Fund
Cambridge Community
Foundation
Catherine Reuben
Cathy Quense & Sandy
Ahlstrom
Charles Bracken
Cheryl Gerrior
Christine Barber
Connie Brown
 

Cornelia & Joe Tierney
Dan Futrell
David & Loretta Franklin
David Osler
David Peterson
David Willey & Lois Levinsky
Dennis & Rona Fischman
Donald Warner
Doris Burford
East Boston Savings
Charitable Foundation
Ellen Semonoff
Ellin Reisner
Erica & Mikol Voolich
Erik Neu
Florence Bergmann
Frederick E. Weber Charities
Corporation
Greg Hagan
Hamilton Company
Charitable Foundation
Iron Workers Union Local 7
Jeffrey Warren
Jill Kasper
Jonathan & Doris Rothblatt
Joshua Tauber
 

Judy Perlman
Juliet Eldred
June Pietrantoni
Kate Byrne & Bill Cavellini
Katherine Mason
Kim Etingoff
Kristin Haas
Laurie Goldman
Lenore Tracey
Linda Falstein & Julia Schneider
Linda Haas
Lisa Dobberteen
Mariah Contreras
Mary Cassesso & Peter Miller
Mary Louise Daly
Marya Axner & Mark
Niedergang
Melissa McWhinney & Adam
Grossman
Melissa Shaak
 Meredith  Jones & Luc Schuster
Michael & Pooja Rutberg
Michael & Beth Grunko
Michael Bowler
Miriam & Bradley McLean
Molly Tee
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Although we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of our list of donors, we
sincerely apologize in advance for any misspellings, omissions, or other errors.
Please call us at 617-623-7370 to report any errors so that we can correct our records.
Thank you for your understanding and for your generous support of CAAS.

Morgan Griffiths
Natalie & David Vieira
Neva Durand
Nomi Davidson
Paula Brody
Paul Bockelman & Cathy Barber
Paulett Taggart
Rachel & Denis Chagnon
Ralph & Leslie Hergert
Raymond Davies
Richard Moran
Robert Meyer & Anne Sivek
Roberta Bauer

Sanofi Foundation for North America
Matching Gifts
Simon Marshall-Shah
Stanley Pollack & Mary Fusoni
Steven Orzack
Susan Rabinowitz
Tammy & Daniel McKanan
Tee Taggart & Jack Turner
Thalia Tringo
Timothy Finn
Tufts University Community
Relations



Community Action Agency of Somerville

For more information on CAAS and our programs, please
visit us online at www.caasomerville.org


