Community Action Agency of Somerville (CAAS) 

Reading List, Summer 2009
Suzanne Bremer, CAAS Board Member

Hard Living on Clay Street, by Joseph T. Howell
"Poetry is Not a Luxury" by Audre Lorde 
Common Ground, by J. Anthony Lukas
Parting the Waters, Pillar of Fire, and At Canaan's Edge, by Taylor Branch
Carrie Dancy, East Somerville Main Streets

How to Change the World, Social Entrepreneurs and The Power of Ideas, by David Borstein.

Paul DiPasquale, CAAS Board President: 

Blaming the Victim, by William Ryan.
Dennis Fischman, CAAS Director of Planning:

The Hidden Injuries of Class, by Richard Sennett and Jonathan Cobb.

Bastard Out of Carolina, by Dorothy Allison. 

American Dream, by Jason DeParle.

Families on the Fault Line, by Lillian Rubin.

There are No Children Here, by Alex Kotlowitz.

Rachel and Her Children, by Jonathan Kozol.

Jews Without Money, by Michael Gold

Regulating the Poor and Poor People’s Movements, by Frances Fox Piven and 

Richard Cloward

High Wire, by Peter Gosselin
Jack Hamilton, Former CAAS Executive Director:

The Other America, by Michael Harrington.

The End of Poverty, by Jeffrey Sachs.

Janine Lotti, Somerville Community Corporation Board Member


They Take Our Jobs!, by Aviva Chomsky

Melissa McWhinney, CAAS Advocacy Director

The Persistence of Poverty, by Charles Karelis.
Nickled and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich.

A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens. *

Death at an Early Age, by Jonathan Kozol.

Natalie Mindrum, Somerville Lead Abatement Program

Hunger of Memory: The Education of Richard Rodriguez, by Richard Rodriguez.

Random Family, by Adrian LeBlanc.

Justin Moeling, CAAS Board Member

Easter Rising, by Michael Patrick McDonald


From Poor Law to Welfare State, by Walter Tratner

The Mole People: Life in the Tunnels Beneath New York City, by Jennifer Toth

Nancy Roach, Former CAAS Board Member:

All Souls, by Michael McDonald.

And Still We Rise, by Miles Corwin.

This Boy’s Life, by Tobias Wolff.

Mountains Beyond Mountains, by Tracy Kidder.

The Spirit Catches You and You Fall, by Anne Fadiman.

The Social Transformation of American Medicine, by Paul Starr.

An American Tragedy, by Theodore Dreiser. *

Tell Them Who I Am: The Lives of Homeless Women, by Elliott Liebow.

Street Crazy: America’s Mental Health Tragedy, by Stephen Seager.

Angela’s Ashes, by Frank McCourt.

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight: An African Childhood, by Alexandra Fuller.

The Color of Water, by James McBride.

Dancing After Hours, by Andre Dubus. *

Stephanie Toews-Moeling, SCC Board Member

The Glass Castle, by Jeanette Walls


Creating A World Without Poverty, by Mohammed Yunus
Wendy Weiser, Former Somerville Director, Center for Teen Empowerment


Working from the Margins: Voices of Mothers in Poverty, by Virginia Schein


Don’t Call Us Out of Name: The Untold Lives of Women and Girls in Poor 


America, by Lisa Dodson

Parenting in Public, by Donna Haig Friedman

Where We Stand: Class Matters, by bell hooks

*Fiction
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