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Chris Ford was down on the rug with his friend’s little boy, building  
towers in the sky out of wooden blocks.  “Chris, my buildings fall down.  
Why do yours go up so high?” his friend’s son asked.  
 
“I guess it’s because first, you need to build a strong foundation,” Ford 
answered.  And then it occurred to him.  His childhood at CAAS Head 
Start was the foundation on which he had built his whole adult life. 
 
Ford was one of the guest speakers at CAAS’ 25th Anniversary Celebra-
tion, Friday, May 12th, 2006, at the Somerville Holiday Inn.  An apprecia-
tive audience of 220 people listened to his remarks and those of keynote 
speaker U.S. Rep. Michael Capuano.   
 
All in all, the 25th Anniversary Celebration raised $27,000 toward the 
work of CAAS.  Many thanks to the working committee:  Ellie Blute, 
Donna Cabral, Teresa Cardoso (chair), John Ciampa, Kelly Como, Mary 
Louise Daly, Paul DiPasquale, Gale Doane, Victor DoCouto, Dennis 
Fischman, Cheryl Gerrior, Jack Hamilton, Danny LeBlanc, and Thalia Tringo. 
 

CAAS also thanks the members of the honorary committee, who did so 
much to make the event a success:  
 
· Dr. Lawrence Bacow (President, Tufts University); 
· Thomas Bent (CEO, Bent Electric) 
· Eugene Brune (Middlesex Registrar of Deeds and former Mayor ) 
· Susan Callahan (President, Somerville Kiwanis) 
· U.S. Representative Michael Capuano (former Mayor) 
· Julie Connelly (Vice President, Citizens Bank) 
· Mayor Joseph Curtatone 
· Adam Dash (President, Somerville Chamber of Commerce) 
· John Doherty (President & CEO, Central Bank) 
· Steven Grossman (President, Grossman Marketing Group), 
· Dennis Keefe (CEO, Cambridge Health Alliance) 
· Dorothy Kelly Gay (former Mayor) 
· Danny LeBlanc (CEO, Somerville Community Corporation) 
· Sandra McGoldrick (President & CEO, Winter Hill Bank) 
· Anthony Pierantozzi (Superintendent of Schools) 
· Melissa Shaak (Associate Dean, Babson College) 
· Marshall Sloane (Chairman, Century Bank). 

 
To see the sponsors of the CAAS 25th Anniversary Celebration, please go to www.caasomerville.org. 
CAAS is very grateful for your support 

�  

U.S. Representative Michael Capuano, 
our Keynote Speaker 

Mayor Joseph Curtatone speaks at 
CAAS 25th Anniversary  

Celebration. 



1981: Community activists, with support from city officials, incorporate CAAS 

1982: Somerville Head Start joins CAAS 

1983: CAAS signs a contract with Service Employees International Union, reflecting its commitment to make 
CAAS an excellent place to work  

1986: Anti-racism work emerges as an important agency focus 

1987: Clarendon Hill Towers tenants begin working with a CAAS 
organizer to preserve their affordable housing, which results 
in their forming a non-profit to acquire the buildings in 1990 

1990: The Diversity Initiative continues transforming CAAS into 
an agency more reflective of community demographics 

1990-1995:  The Somerville Community Partnership, a national 
demonstration project, develops substance abuse prevention 
and education programs 

1991-1992:  The SHARE program, a national demonstration project, 
involves seniors in the Head Start program 

1991: The Family Service Center begins providing more comprehensive social services to Head Start families 

1992: Members of the Haitian community approach CAAS for assistance in developing the Somerville Haitian 
Coalition, which becomes independent in 1998 

1995: Jovenes Latinos offers peer leader training programs for Latino 
youth around tobacco  control, substance abuse prevention,  
pregnancy prevention, environmental justice, occupational  
safety & health 

1996: The Eviction Prevention Program helps residents maintain     
their housing 

1997:  The FACE-IT program increases involvement of fathers in   
Head Start 

2000-2003:  Tax preparation clinics help low-income residents get  
refunds and Earned Income Tax Credits (now done in collaboration with National Student Partnerships) 

2001-2004:  The CAAS Scholarship Program awards funds to help residents enroll in ESOL classes, vocational 
programs, and colleges 

2005: New Head Start Center opens on Allen Street 

2006: CAAS celebrates 25 years of  commitment to the Somerville Community 

�  

Then Governor Michael Dukakis addresses 
tenants at Clarendon Hill Towers 

Father helps son make soup at Head Start  
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